courteous to make any reply. But her urgency confirmed
him in his original view that she was a domineering, diffi-
cult, conceited and overly serious person. The matrimonial
negotiations proceeded slowly despite Henrietta Maria's
best efforts. They were brought to an-abrupt end after many
weeks of desultory conversations when La Grande Made-
moiselle heard a rumour that she was going to marry the
King of England for love. Such a base canard was not to be
tolerated. The lady let it be known distinctly that she could
never consider such a match.

Before she reached this decision her suitor had wearied
of her country as much as of her. After his little moment
of glory had passed, he found that he would receive in
France only the casual courtesy merited by a man whose
fortunes were irretrievably ruined. Their curiosity about
his adventures satisfied, the French were careful to give
him little encouragement. The old circle of English refugees,
who might have furnished at least a semblance of royalty,
had melted to a small group. Hundreds of cavaliers, con-
vinced that the cause for which they had fought so long
was now hopeless, hurried back to England to see what
terms they could make with the Commonwealth for the
recovery of their estates. Those who remained, whether
from loyalty or because they had offended too deeply ever
to receive a Parliamentary pardon, were a despondent crew,
seeking to forget their disappointed ambitions in the re-
laxations of dissipation or diplomatic intrigue.

Charles moved among them with a regal air, concealing
his sense of the irony of his appearance under an assump-
tion that no worldly fate could impair the heavenly-
bestowed gift of kingship. Greeted everywhere except in
his own apartments with only a parody of the deference
which he had been taught to regard as due his rank, he still

101